Surgical management of malignant melanoma of the trunk and extremities.
The surgical management of newly diagnosed melanoma should be tailored to the characteristics of the individual lesion. The actual thickness of the lesion is the main consideration in planning surgical treatment. Prophylactic lymphadenectomy is no longer routinely recommended. For early detection of clinically suspicious nodes, however, close follow-up of the patient is necessary so that therapeutic lymphadenectomy can be accomplished. Surgical intervention plays a limited role in the management of disseminated melanoma.